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1
MOWCAP meeting:  The 4th General Meeting of MOWCAP will be held in Macau SAR over 6 to 10 March 2010. Colleagues in Hong Kong and Macau are serving as an organizing group, and details will be circulated shortly by newsletter. Jan will be representing the Australian MOW Committee and will exercise its vote. I will be chairing the meeting. The formal meeting will take two days to get through a long agenda; then there are added social events and a cultural tour. New inscriptions to the Asia Pacific MOW Register will be determined by the meeting, publicly announced and certificates presented.

2
IRAN:  In January, Belina Capul (chair of the IAC Marketing Subcommittee) and I will be running a MOW workshop in Tehran.  The organizers have requested that it also cover the basics of audiovisual archiving!  The group will include participants from neighbouring countries. The workshop was initially arranged through  Paris HQ, and it is strategic for MOWCAP because it will take place in the “least involved” part of the Asia Pacific region. Mandy Gilder, chair of ARCMOW (the African Regional Committee) will also participate.

3
CHINA: The Tehran event will be immediately followed by a program in Beijing, where Simon Chu and I will run a workshop, meet with the China MOW Committee and do other MOW-related things.  For me that will include a presentation to the Central Television Archive in Beijing. China, of course, is the most populous MOWCAP member:  through personnel changes, communication lines have grown thin and I am hoping this visit will enable the connection to be improved prior to Macau. (Simon, for those who don’t know him, is the former head of the Hong Kong Public Records Office and former Sec-Gen, and currently special advisor, of MOWCAP). 

4
PALESTINE:  This may seem a little outside our area of interest, but wait, there’s more (albeit no steak knives). In July I was sent by UNESCO to the OPT (as it is known – Occupied Palestine Territories) to survey collections and prepare a strategy for improving audiovisual archiving in the country. Among other things I have recommended the setting up of a Palestine national MOW committee which, in that setting, can be a crucial player in such a strategy. If this recommendation is acted on, Australia’s MOW committee may be asked to help as a “mentor” to get the committee going and to offer ongoing advice.  

5
MEXICO:  Finally, I feel obliged to note that the ubiquitous Australians have turned up in Mexico. Three publications by two Australians (two by Kevin Bradley and one by me) were launched under the MOW imprint a few weeks ago at an International Seminar for Audiovisual Archivists in Mexico City. These are Latin-American -Spanish translations of originally-English MOW publications on aspects of audiovisual archiving. As it happened, both Joie Springer and I were present at the event.    

