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Origin
• Destruction of large part of the  
documentary heritage of former 
Yugoslavia in 1992.

• Federico Mayor, UNESCO DG 1987-
1999, responds by establishing the 
program in 1992 to safeguard the 
documentary heritage of humanity –
our recorded memories.

• A key strategy of the program was the 
creation of  Memory of the World 
Registers at international, regional 
and national levels – comparable 
to the World Heritage List. 



Vision

The world's documentary heritage: 

• belongs to all, 

• should be fully preserved and protected for all and, 

• with due recognition of cultural mores and practicalities, 
should be permanently accessible to all without hindrance.



Mission

• To facilitate preservation, by the most appropriate 
techniques, of the world’s documentary heritage.

• To assist universal access to documentary heritage.

• To increase awareness worldwide of the existence 
and significance of documentary heritage.



Programme Operation

The programme operates at three levels

• INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME, operating from Paris, began 
to be fully functional in 1997 

• REGIONAL PROGRAMS were slow to get started. Regional 
committees currently operate in 3 of the 5 UNESCO regions –
Africa; Asia and the Pacific; and Latin America and the 
Caribbean. None in the Arab States or Europe and 
North America.

• NATIONAL PROGRAMS now number 67



UNESCO Regions



Objectives

• Identifying and raising awareness of

• Preserving and

• Providing access to 

Documentary heritage material of world significance.



Documentary Heritage

Broad definition that includes:

• Print materials – books, newspapers etc, Manuscripts 
on all media, Photographs, Film, video etc, Sound 
recordings, Digital media, Music scores.

Such material is held in:

• Libraries, museums, galleries, archives and private
collections



Programme Outcomes

• Memory of the World international, regional and national 
registers

• Meetings, workshops and conferences

• Preservation projects

• Publications – print and electronic

• Memory of the World prize – the Jikji Prize

• Websites



Memory of the World Registers

• The most visible outcomes of Programme 

• The International Memory of the World Register lists 
documentary heritage which has been recommended by 
the International Advisory Committee, and endorsed by the
Director-General of UNESCO, as corresponding to the 
selection criteria regarding world significance and 
outstanding universal value. 

• Regional and national Memory of the World
registers adopt a comparable process for selecting
documentary heritage of regional and national 
significance.



The inscription process

• Nominations are requested, not identified

• The process at each level usually occurs biennially

• Inscription on a Memory of the World Register requires a 
demonstration of significance.

• Assessments are made by panels of experts at each level 
– international, regional and national

• Strict criteria are rigorously applied



Assessing Significance
Several criteria must be met to demonstrate significance

Primary
• Historic significance
• Aesthetic significance 
• Community or spiritual significance

Secondary
• Rarity 
• Integrity
• Impact on history and culture



International Memory of the World Register

Inscriptions have been made every two years since1997. 

There are 194 entries on the Register

• 12 from 8 African countries

• 6 from 3 Arab States

• 42 from 17 Asia and Pacific countries

• 97 from 34 European and North American countries

• 34 from 21 Latin American and Caribbean countries

• 3 from independent organisations



Australian entries on International Register



Some items on International Register
Diaries of Anne Frank

Magna Carta, 
issued in 1215

Tuol Sleng Genocide 
Museum Archives

42-line Gutenberg Bible

Bayeux Tapestry

Documentary Heritage of 
Enslaved Peoples of the 
Caribbean



Extent of Asia Pacific Region

North: Mongolia
South: New Zealand

West: the “stan” countries
East: Pacific islands

43 countries – about half the earth’s surface



Countries included in Asia Pacific Region

*Iran, Islamic Republic of
Japan
*Kazakhstan
Kiribati
*Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic 
Republic
*Malaysia
Maldives
Marshall Islands
Micronesia (Federated 
States of)
Mongolia
Myanmar

Afghanistan
*Australia
Bangladesh
Bhutan
Brunei Darussalam
*Cambodia
*China
Cook Islands
Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea
*Fiji
India
Indonesia



Countries included in Asia Pacific Region 
(cont)
Solomon Islands
*Sri Lanka
*Tajikistan
*Thailand
Timor-Leste Associate members: 
Tonga Macao, China
Turkey Tokelau

Turkmenistan
Tuvalu
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Viet Nam

Nauru
*Nepal
New Zealand
Niue
Pakistan
Palau
Papua New Guinea
*Philippines
Republic of Korea
Russian Federation
Samoa

Singapore



MOWCAP
http://www.unesco.mowcap.org

• MOWCAP – Memory of the World Committee for Asia/Pacific

• Established in 1998 as the "regional forum" for UNESCO's 
global Memory of the World (MOW) Programme. 

• Address issues which fall outside practical scope of IAC and 
national committees

• Mechanism for cooperation beyond the national level

• Comprised of representatives of relevant national committees, 
who are encouraged to link with it

• Currently chaired by an Australian – Ray Edmondson.



MOWCAP Bureau

Ray Edmondson (chair), Dr Susanne Ornager (UNESCO Regional Advisor), 

Carmen Padilla (Deputy Chair), Simon F. K. Chu (Secretary General) 



MOWCAP Register
MOWCAP established its Regional Register in 2008

Australia has one item on the Regional Register – Landmark 
Constitutional Documents of the Commonwealth of Australia



Memory of the World National 
Committees

• 8 in Africa

• 4 In Arab States

• 15 in Asia and the Pacific

• 24 in Europe and North America

• 16 in Latin America and the Caribbean

Total – 67



Australian Memory of the World 
Committee
http://www.amw.org.au

• Established in December 2000

•12 members, representing libraries, museums, archives 
and the education sector

• 2 active Sub-Committees

• State and Territory Liaison Officers

• Youth representative



Australian Committee – Operation

• Operates under the auspices of Australian National  
Commission for UNESCO

• Holds 7- 8 Meetings per year

• Operates largely by volunteer and in-kind support

• In-kind contributions are equivalent to more than $80,000 
per annum 

• Receives some core and project funding grants from the 
Australian National Commission for UNESCO



Australian Committee – 50th Meeting



Australian Memory of the World Register
• Nominations called for biennially – usually timed so that 
inscriptions are announced in “off” year

• Assessments made by Assessment Sub-committee

• High profile event held to award certificates of inscription

Sorry Books from the Australian Institute
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies
Inscribed on the Australian Register



Presentation Ceremony - 2006



Australian  Memory of the World 
Register

• 30 items on National Register from collections 
in libraries, museums, galleries and archives

• 5 of which are on the International Register 

Australian Children’s Folklore Collection

Cinesound
Australian
Movietone
Newsreel 
Collection
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Australian Memory of The World 
Register

Landmark Constitutional documents                               The Griffin design drawings of
and film the city of Canberra

Australian
Agricultural

Company
Archives



Australian Memory of The World 
Sub-Committees

• Assessment

• Marketing and Communication   

• Lost and Missing



Australian Achievements
• Produced the initial guidelines for whole program

• Established the first fully functioning national committee

• Promoted by Paris as a model for national programs

• Conducted a revision of initial guidelines

• Active on MOWCAP

• Active on Bureau and International Advisory Committee

• Development of international guidelines and  
recommendations for preservation of digital information

• Hosted the Third International Memory of the World 
Conference in February 2008.



Delegates at the 3rd

International Memory of the World 
Conference 

Canberra February 2008



Benefits of Inscription

• Strategic opportunities arising from right to use the
high-status Memory of the World logo

• Prestige conferred on organisations and collections as a 
result of UNESCO’s recognition

• Opportunity for increased public awareness 

• Strengthen justification/tactics for preservation resources

• Being part of the global effort to enhance awareness and 
support for the preservation of documentary heritage



Challenges for the Australian Program

Sustainability
• Legal status
• Funding
• Membership

Raising awareness of program

Assisting Paris MOW staff to achieve greater importance 
within UNESCO



The Australian program aims to: 

• Develop the Australian Memory of the World Register

• Propose nominations to the Memory of the World International 
Register

• Promote the Program through publications and presentations 

• Encourage and seek government and private sector sponsorship for 
specific projects and activities 

• Participate in selected heritage activities and be an advocate for the 
documentary heritage sector. 



Primary Australian Plans for 2009/2010

Four key strategies:

• Utilise all advances in communication  technologies

• Conduct a wide variety of lobbying activities

• Establish an effective presence in each State

• Maintain engagement in the region particularly with 
Pacific countries



Secondary Australian Plans for 
2009/2010

Depending on available opportunities, time and resources: 

• Encourage synergy between MOW, World Heritage Convention
and the Intangible Cultural Heritage Convention

• Encourage youth awareness and involvement

• Monitor compliance of entries on the Australian Register

• Appoint a high profile AMW ambassador

• Decide fate of Lost and Missing Sub-Committee

• Initiate a committee succession plan



Future
• Establish stronger relationships with the Australian UNESCO 
Commissioners

• Establish the Australian program on  a firmer financial basis

• Assist in the establishment of new national committees

• Contribute to the debate regarding the change in status of 
Memory of World Program – possible Convention?



MOW Logo  

The MOW logo designed by Heiko Huennerkopf is a 
symbolic depiction of the gaps within, or losses of, memory. 
It was selected by the International Advisory Committee of 
the MOW Program in 2009.


